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ABSTRACT

This study was done to observe the accuracy of references in articles published in indexed journals of Nepal.
There were 30 references randomly selected from three indexed journals of Nepal published between January
2007 and December 2008. Nepal Medical College Journal (NMCJ), Journal of Nepal Medical Association
(JNMA) and Kathmandu University Medical Journal (KUMJ) were selected as they are only indexed journals
of Nepal. References were examined in details by dividing them into six components and they were compared
with the original. References not cited from indexed journals were excluded. Statistical analysis was done by
using frequency and percentage. Results shows that 11.6% references in NMCJ, 11.1% references in INMA
and 23.3% references in KUMJ were inaccurate. Most common errors in all three journals include author’s
name and journal name. Errors in citing the references are also found in the indexed journals of Nepal, KUMJ
citing the highest percentage of errors. The majority of errors are avoidable. So, the authors, editors and reviewers
have to check for any errors seriously before publication in the journal.
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INTRODUCTION

References provide background material for the subject
of the article and support for comments made or theories
expanded, and they demonstrate to the reader that the
author has researched the topic in question
comprehensively.! Accurate references in research
studies are essential for the transmission of scientific
knowledge so it is imperative that they should be written
properly to make searching easy.” The accuracy of
journal article references should be of significance to
all authors, reviewers and readers. These provide a
source of information to the readers, as well as a means
of verification of the assertions and interpretations of
the paper.® Previously, a high rate of errors in references
citations has been identified in journals of different
medical specialties.*> So far there are no such studies
done from Nepal to check the accuracy of references in
the medical journals of Nepal. So, this study was done
to observe the accuracy of references in articles
published in three indexed journals of Nepal.

METHODS

There were 30 references randomly selected from three
indexed journals of Nepal published between January
2007 and December 2008. Nepal Medical College
Journal (NMCJ), Journal of Nepal Medical Association
(JNMA) and Kathmandu University Medical Journal
(KUMJ) were selected as they are only indexed journals
of Nepal. References were examined in details and
compared them with the original for accuracy, using the

following six elements: authors; including spelling,
initials, order and numbers; title, including spelling and
punctuation; journal name, including use of correct
abbreviation as listed in Index Medicus; year; volume;
and page numbers, including first and last page numbers.
Citations were considered incorrect if there was an error
in any of these six elements. Errors within each element
were subdivided into categories according to the types
of error found. References not cited from indexed
journals were excluded. Statistical analysis was done
by using frequency and percentage.

RESULTS

Results shows that 11.6% references in NMCJ, 11.1%
references in JINMA and 23.3% references in KUMJ were
inaccurate. Most common errors in all three journals
include author’s name and journal name. Author’s names
were found to be incorrect in 6.7% references in NMCJ,
3.3% in JNMA and 8.3% in KUMJ. While journal name
(either incorrect abbreviations or incorrect instructions
or punctuation errors) were found to be incorrect in
references of NMCJ in 2.7%, INMA 3.8% and KUM]J
7.2%. (Table-1). Least common errors in citing references
in all these three journals were year and volume number.
Some of the examples of errors in citing the references in
each of the journals are given in Table-2.

DISCUSSION

Accuracy of references reflects on the credibility of the
author, the journal and the research itself.® Furthermore,
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Table-1: Frequency of errors in different journals

individually check the authencity of

Flements Frras NMC.T JNMA KUMT references. So the responsibilities for
No (%) No (%) No (%) ensuring citations are correct lies
Anthors with the author. In addition, the
Spelling errors 7 3 5 international committee of medical
Incorrect initialz 1 1 2 journal editors states unambiguously
Extra'missing anthor 2 1 3 that references must be verified by
Mot as per journal criteria 2 1 5 the author.’
TR“E:'IH‘HICEE\VIﬂI aT0rs 12 {6.7%) 4 (33%) 15 (33%) Several previous studies have
5 ! E'l?i ) 0 ) examined the accuracy of references
Pﬂnchrjagnmr ] ] 7 different specialty journals, and have
Ormissi Ol error 0 | 5 found error rates ranging from 3.0-
gaL0nE .
: _ 60.0%.'""!"! Certain errors such as
Refarenceswith aarors 2 {1.1%) 2 (1.1%) G6(33%) incorrect year, volume or page
Jowrmal Name o number make it particularly difficult
Incorrect _a]:uhremghnn 2 l ] to locate references and can be a
Inn:n::rren:t_ InstruCton 1 2 3 source of frustration to the reader.
Puncyation aiig i — dt — 5 — Errors in the title and names of
R,Eﬁ?‘m':m\ﬂﬂl frors 5 2.7%) 7 38%) 153(72%) authors are important, because they
Year detract from the credibility of the
Wrmg yeat a L f paper, the authors and the journal.
Misang year Il D ! Major mistakes are the most
I?E{H‘m':m with errors 0 0%) 105%) 0(0%) important as they make access to the
Volume T reference difficult.!> Minor errors
Incm]'jre? OInE a a f might be considered as a sign of
TLIIIET SRS disrespect or lack of courtesy to the
. 3 He LLE LLES LLE
I;B'HH mfl_ﬁl]']“:lﬂl arors 0 @%) 0 @%) 0(0%) author or authors, and may impact
: age m;: ﬁrg b | 0 | negatively on their academic records
Incurre I P28 nm; = I 5 3 by excluding the name from the
,;,;fpuérgf;t pmasctarlj;gfni’]];m = 0 : 4 citation index."
Refaenceswith erors 2 {L1%) 3(1.7%) 8 (44%) Kee et al study examined the eight
Total 11 (].]..ﬁﬂ,'-'h-} 10 (11.].@-"1}} 42 (233@_;“} issues of the first two year of

it gives credit to the original researchers and allows
readers to easily retrieved cited articles should they want
to read more widely about a particular subject.®
Inaccuracy of reference citations in the published
medical literature is an ongoing problem that has been
identified in a variety of specialist medical journal.” The
ethics of high quality research methods have been
eloquently documented elsewhere and clearly state that
accurate referencing is part of a good research practice.®
References can often be traced back over several
publications in which they were previously incorrectly
cited- the error then becoming repetitious. This may be
evidence of authors having drawn incorrect conclusions
from another source without even examining the original
context of the citation.

Errors in citation reflect poorly on the authors, the
validity of the article, the peer review process, and the
reputation of the journal. Most journals do not

publication of Hong Kong Medical
Journal, and has shown that overall
rate of errors in reference citation was 56.0%, which is
at high end of the range compared with that found in
studies of other journals.’ Goldberg et al study found an
error rate of 27.5% in a random sample citations from
three major American emergency medicine journals.'®
Our study revealed that 11.6% references in NMCJ,
11.1% references in JINMA and 23.3% references in
KUMIJ were inaccurate. Most common errors in all three
journals include author’s name and journal name. With
the increasing availability of computerized medical data
bases, it becomes more important to spell an author’s
name correctly.

Reference citation errors can make it difficult for the
reader to retrieve references and obtain, check or verify
information to which the text of a paper refers. The
contributors probably consider references the least
important appendage of a manuscript and hence they
fail to pay enough attention to it. Another reason for
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Tahle-2: Examples of errors in reference 3 in three journals

The correctone is indicated by bold letters (Feference iz given in paranthesis).

Errors in Nepal Medical College Journal (WM CJ)

1. Missing 3™ author

Sinka BE, Cloudhury LI, Sinha R. MMicrofilaria in peritoneal fluid from an amicrofilaremic,
pregnant woman . Acota Cytol 2001, 45 8908-9, (2008, 10: 108-12).

2. Author name and initial page number error

Upadhay MP, Rai NC, Ogz JE, Shrestha BE. Seasonal hyperacute panuveitis of unknown

etiology. &nn Ophthalwol 1984; 16: 38-4. (2008, 10: 196-8).

3. Journal Mame Citation error

103-4. (2007, 9: 120-4).

Janhari &C, Johorey £ C . Lntibiotics in acute coronary heart diseases. Nepal Ied Coll T 2001, 2:

Errors in Journal of Nepal Medical Association (JNA A)

1. Author name error {also p unciuation error in title of article)

20075 25: 1945-52 . (2002, 47: 147-71).

Marlow LA, Waller I, Wardle J. Parental attitudes to pre-pubertal HPV waccination. Vaccine

2. Author name error, missing title and journal name error

Taira &V, HNaukermans CP, Sanders GD. Evaluating human pap illoma- virus vaccination
programs. Emerg Infect Dis 200410, 1915-23. (2008, 47: 167-71).

3. Author name and year error

T07-17.(200%,47: 156-66).

Grant EG, Tessler FN, Perrella RR. Clinical Doppler Imaging . &JB Am JRoentzenol 1929; 152

1. Author name and title of article error

Errors in Kathmandu University Medical Journal (K TR .J)

Temple CL, Huchcroft S&, Temple WJ. The natural History of appendicitis in adult: &
prospective study. Snn Surg 1995221 2TE-28). (2005 ,6:161-5).

2. Missing author and title of ithe article

Brown M4, Buddle ML, What's in a name ? Problem s with the classification of hypertension
inpregnancy. J Hypertens 1997; 15 1049-54. {2008, 6: 268-7T2).

3. Last page numher errorx

Giguere COI, Banman MW, Sato ¥V, Butke DE, Greinwald JH, Pransky 5. et al. Treatment of
Iymmphangiomas with OF- 432 (picibanil) sclerotherapy: a prospective moulti- institutional tral.
Arch Otolaryngol Head Heck Surg 2002, 1258: 1137-44. (2008, 5: 312-7).

errors could be the misguided idea that no one (editorial ~ 4 Doms CA. A survey of reference accuracy in five national
. dental journals. J Dent Res 1989; 68: 442-4.
team, reviewers or readers) would care about the ) )
f listed. A report on references accuracy in 5. Foreman MD, Kirchhoff KT. Accuracy of references in
re er.enc.es . p ) uracy : nursing journals. Res Nurs Health 1987; 10: 177-83.
surgical journals blamed that “authors do r’l’ot check their ¢ Raja UY, Cooper JG. How accurate are the references in
references or may not even read them” and further emergency medical journal? Emerg Med J 2006; 23: 625-6.
criticized for not checking the references." But the 7. Orlin W, Pehling J, Pogrel MA. Do authors check their references?
responsibility of editors and peer reviewers should be A survey of 500 references from the Journal of Oral and
clarified in this regard. Accuracy of references may be Ma"ﬂbfacml Surgery. J Oral M“’f’llofac Surg 1996; ?4: 2002
improved if authors download directly from Medline or 8. Blebuyek JE. Concc;rmng the ethics and accuracy of scientific
. . . . citations. Anesthesiol 1992; 77: 1-2.
other search engines into their reference list. . , , , )
9. International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. Uniform
Errors in citing the references are also found in the requirements for manuscripts submitted to medical journals.
indexed journals of Nepal, KUMJ citing the highest Ann Intern Med 1988; 108: 258-65.
.. 10. Goldberg R, Newton E, Cameron J, Jacobson R, Chan L,
percentage of errors. The majority of errors are o ) . T
. : . Bukata WR et al. Reference accuracy in the emergency
avoidable. So, the authors, editors and the reviewers have medicine literature. Ann Emerg Med 1993; 22: 1450-4.
to check for any errors seriously before publication in |1 Asano M, Mikawa K, Nishina Maekawa N, Obara H.
the journal. Improvement of the accuracy of references in the Canadian
Journal of Anaesthesia. Canadian J Anaesth 1995; 42: 370-2.
REFERENCES 12. Roach VJ, Lan TK, Ngan Kee WD. The quality of citations
1. Browne RF, Logan PM, Lee MJ, Torreggiani WC. The in major international obstetrics and gynecology journals.
accuracy of references in manuscripts submitted for Amer J Obstet Gynecol 1997; 177: 973-5.
publlC'dthl’.l. Canadian Assoc Ra.dzol J 2004; 55: 17.0'3 : 13. Fenton JE, Brazier H, De Souza A Hughes JP, McShane DP.
2. Vargas-Origel A, Gomez- Martinez G, Vargas- Nieto MA. The accuracy of citation and quotation in otolaryngology/
The accuracy of references in paediatric journals. Arch Dis head and neck surgery journals. Clin Otolaryngol Allied Sci
Child 2001; 85: 497-8. 2000; 25: 40-4.
3. Ngan Kee WD, Roach VJ, Lau TK. The accuracy of references 14, Evans JT, Nadjari HI, Bruchell SA. Quational and reference

in the Hon kong Medical Journal. Hong Kong Med J 1997,
3: 377-80.

accuracy in surgical journals. A continuing peer review
problem. J Amer Med Assoc 1990; 263: 1353-4.

132




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




